The Communist Manifesto

“The need for a constantly expénding market for its products chases the bourgeoisie
over the entire surface of the globe. It must nestle everywhere, settle everywhere,
establish connections everywhere. The bourgeoisie has through its exploitation of
the world market given a cosmopolitan character to production and consumption in
every country. To the great chagrin of the reactionists, it has drawn from under the
feet of industry the ground on which it stood. All old-established national industries
have been destroyed or are daily being destroyed. They are dislodged by new
industries, whose introduction becomes a life and death question for all civilised
nations, by industries that no longer work up indigenous raw material, but raw
material drawn from the remotest zones; industries whose products are consumed

not only at home, but in every quarter of the globe. In place of the old wants,

_ satisfied by the productions of the country, we find new wants, requiring for their

satisfaction the products of distant lands and climes. In place of the old local and
national seclusion and self-sufficiency, we have intercourse in every direction,
universal inter—dependencé of nations. And as in material, so also in intellectual
production. The intellectual creations of individual nations become common
property. National one-sidedness and narrow-mindedness become more and more
impossible, and from numerous national and local literatures, there arises a world
literature. '

The bourgeoisie, by rapid improvement of all instruments of production, by
the immensely facilitated means of communication, draws all, even the most
barbarian, nations into civilization. The cheap prices of its commodities are the
heavy artillery with which it batters down all Chinese walls, with which it forces ‘the
barbarians’ intensely obstinate hatred of foreigners to capitulate. It compels all
nations, on pain of extinction, to adopt the bourgeois mode of production; it compels
them to introduce what it calls civilization into the their midst, i.e, to become

bourgeois themselves. In one word, it creates a world after its own image.”



Or from the Grundrisse

“Whether I extract metals-from mines or take commodities to the site of their
consumption, both movements are equally spatial. The improvement of the means
of transport and communication likewise fall into the category of the development
of the productive forces generally....The more production cbmes to rest on
exchange value, hence on exchange, the more important do the physical conditions
of exchange - the means of communication and transport - become for the costs of
circulation. Capital by its nature drives beyond every spatial barrier. Thus the
creation of the physical conditions of exchange ~ of the means and communication
and transport - the annihilation of space by time - becomes an extraordinary
necessity for it....(524)

“Circulation time therefore determines value only in so far as it appears as a
natural barrier to the realization of labour time. ...(It) thus appears as a barrier to
the productivity of labour...Thus while capital must one on side strive to tear down
every spatial barrier to intercourse, i.e. to exchange and conquer the whole earth for
its market, it strives on the other hand to annihilate this space with time, i.e. to
reduce to a minimum the time spent in motion from one place to another. The more
developed the capital, therefore, the more extensive the market over which ‘it
ciréulates, which forms the spatial orbit of its circulation, the more does it strive
simultaneously for an even greater extension of the market and for greater
annihilation of space by time.” (539)

This is so because “the constant continuity of the process, the unobstructed
and fluid transition of value from one form into the other, or from one phase of the

process into the next, appears as a fundamental condition for production based on

capital to a much greater degree than for all earlier forms of production.” (535)



