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penury and antithesis. The free development of individualities,
and hence not the reduction of necessary labour time S0 as to
posit surplus labour, but rather the general reduction of the
necessary labour of society to a minimum, which then corresponds

to the artistic, scientific etc. development of the individuals in the
time set free, and with the means created, for all of them. Capital
itself is the movi ntradiction, [in] that it presses to reduce
labour time to a minimum, while it posits labour Gime, of The other
~side, as sole measure and source of wealth, Hence it diTTATSHES
labour tiffie in the necessary form so as it in the super-
fluous form; hence posits the superfiuous in growing measure as a
condition = question of life or death — for the necessary. On the
zong side, then, it calls to life all the powers of science and of
" nature, as of social combination and of social intercourse, in
order to make the creation of wealth independent (relatively) of

* the labour time employed on it. On the other side, it wants to use
labour time as the measuring rod for the giant social forces thereby
created, and to confine them within the limits required to main-
tain the already created value as value. Forces of production and
social relations - two different sides of the development of the
social individual — appear to capital as mere means, and are
merely means for it to produce on its limited foundation. In fact,

however, they are the material conditions to blow-this foundifion
%hy a nation, when the working day is 6
rather than 12 hours. Wealth is not command over surplus labour
time’ (real wealth), ¢ but rather, disposable time outside that needed
in direct production, for every individual and the whole society.’
(The Source and Remedy etc. 1821, p. 6.) o
Nature builds no machines, no locomotives, railways, electric
telegraphs, self-acting mules etc. These are products of human
industry; natural material transformed into organs of the human
+will over nature, or of human participation in hegturc. They are
organs of the human brain, created by the human hand; the power
of knowledge, objectified. The development of fixed capital
indicates to what degree gencral social knowledge has become a
direct force of production, and to what degree, hence, the condi-
tions of the process of social life itself have come under the
control of the general inteilect and been transformed in accor-
dance with it. To what degree the powers of social production
have been produced, not only in the form of knowledge, but.also
as immediate organs of social practice, of the real life proé'c_ssf’
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Significance of the development of fixed capital (for the ]
development of capital generally). Relation between the creaiion

of, ﬁxed cafc'ta)' i Sirerdaring copiral. Dispoable ticse

To create it, chief role of capital. Contradictory form of the same
in capital. — Productivity of labour and production of fixed capital,
(The Source and Remedy.) — Use and consume: Economist.
Durability of fixed capital

The development of fixed capital indicates in still another respect
the degree of development of wealth generally, or of capital. The
aim of production oriented directly towards use value, as well
as of that directly oriented towards exchange value, is the pro-
duct itself, destined for consumption. The part of production
which is oriented towards the production of fixed capital does not
produce direct objects of individual gratification, nor direct
exchange values; at least not directly realizable exchange values.
Hence, only when a certain degree of productivit

reached - so that a part of prodyction time is su _
production — cgn increasingly large part be applie the pro- i

duction of the means of production. This requires_that society be '
able to wajt; that a large part of the wealth already created can be }

Wwithdrawn both from immediate consumption and from pro-

duction for immediate consumption, in order to employ this f| |
part for labour which is not immediately productive (within the
material production process itself). This requires a certain level
of productivity and of relative overabundance, and, more ’

specifically, atevel divettlyx ormation of circu-

lating gapital into fixed capital. itude of relative
surplus labotir depends on. the productivity of necessary
50 does the magnitude of labour time — living as well as objectified —~ |
employed on the production of fixed capital depend on the product- k
ivity of the labour time spent in the direct production of products.

Syrplus population (from this standpoint), ag _well as surplus
production, is a condition for this. That is, the oufput of the -
time employed in direct production must be larger, relatlvgly,

than is directly” required for the reproduction of the capital
employed in“these branches of industry. The smaller the direct

fruits borne by fixed capital, the less it intervenes in the direct
production process, the greater must be this relative surplus \
population and surplus production; thus, more to build railv'vays,

canals, aqueducts, telegraphs etc. than to build the machinery

it
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but in the real production process itself; the relation ¢f capital as

value which appropriates value-creating activity is, in fixed capital
existing as machinery, posited at the same time as the relation of

. the use value of capital to the nse value of labour capacity;

further, the value objectified in machinery appears as a pre-.
supposition against which the value-creating powerfdfb the
individual labour capacity is an infinitesimal, vanishing*magni-
tude; the production in enormous mass quantities which is

® ...posited with machinery destroys every connection of the product

. with the direct need of the producer, and hence with direct use
- value; it is already posited in the form of the product’s production

., and in the relations in which it is produced that it is produced only

as a conveyor of value, and its use value only as condition to that
end. In machinery, objectified labopr itself appears not only in
the form of product or of the product employed as means of labour,

t“-But in the form of the force of production itself. The develgpment

)

of the means of labour into machinery is not an accidentat - ¥

Sment of capital, but is Tather the historical reshaping of ‘the
traditional, inherited means of labour into a form adequate to
capital. The accumulation of knowledge™amd ol SENT; O the
general productive forces of thé social brain, is thus absorbed into
capital, as opposed to labour, 2nd hencé appears as an attribute
of capital, and more specifically of fixed capital, in so far as it
enters into the production process as a means of production
proper. Machinery appears, then, as the most adequate form of
fixed capital, and fixed capital, in so far as capital’s relations with
itself are concerned, appears as the most adequate form of capital

" *value, is indifferent to every specific form of use value, and can

adopt or shed any of them as equivalent incarnations. In this
respect, as regards capital’s external relations, it is circulating
capital which appears as the adequate form of capital, and not
fixed capital. _

Further, in so far as machinery develops with the accumulation
of society’s science, of productive force generally, general social
labour presents itself not in labour but in capital. The productive
fo;wﬁg?c;? is measured in fixed cgpital, exists there in its
objeflive formm; and, inversely, the productive ’fprg_e\ of capital

grows with this general progress, which capital appropriates free
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of charge. This is not the place to go into the development of
machinery in detail; rather only in its general aspect; in so far as

. the means of labour, as a physical thing, loses its direct form,

becomes fixed capital, and confronts the worker physicaily as

capital. In machinery, appears as_alien.external to_°

him; and living labour [as]} subsumed under self-activating objec-
tified labour. The worker appears as sqperﬂuous to the extent
that his action is not determined by [capital’s] requircments.




